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PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION

Dickerson Broadcasting, Inc. is the licensee of WEAG AM and FM,

Starke, Florida. Dickerson Broadcasting, Inc. was not a party in

this proceeding, however Dickerson Broadcasting, Inc. was named

a party only in the final order. Dickerson Broadcasting, Inc.

shall refer to itself hereafter as only "Dickerson". Wherein

Dickerson lost protection to WEAG-FM, thereby modifying the terms

of its license. Dickerson was not served, notified or otherwise

informed of this proceeding by the proponents or commission at any

time. Therefore, Dickerson has a right to file for reconsideration

of this order.

WEAG-AM is a LONG ESTABLISHED STATION serving Bradford

and Alachua Counties, Florida since 1957. WEAG-FM has served Bradford

and Alachua Counties, Florida sinoe 1978. Dickerson has operated

both stations sinCe 1984. Ever since acquiring WEAG-FM (previously

WPXE-FM), Dickerson has attempted to upgrade WEAG-FM. Currently,

Dickerson has been waiting SINCE 1989 for the commission to issue a

construction permit for WDFL-FM, Cross City, Florida to change
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channel from 292A to 295Cl at its proposed tower location on the

West Side of Highway 349, 9 miles South of Old Town, Florida per

Docket No. 87-455. When that happens, Dickerson shall apply for

a change of tower location and an upgrade to a 6 KW Class A FM

station. In addition, on February 27, 1987, Dickerson filed a

NOTICE OF INFORMAL OBJECTION to an application by H. James Sharp

for a construction permit for Channel 292A in Cross City, Florida

that would cause a 4.18 Kilometer overlap with Dickerson. The

objection caused the commission to review the applicants and

Women in Florida Broadcasting was awarded the construction permit

and the objection was DISMISSED AS MOOT.

Dickerson also wishes to refer to its letter of July 26, 1991

RE: OBJECTIONAL ELECTRICAL INTERFERENCE TO WEAG-FM, STARKE,

FLORIDA. This letter refers to objectional electrical interference

to WEAG-FM from WDFL-FM, Cross City, Florida within the 1.0 mVjm

contour of WEAG-FM. Engineer Robert Greenberg, from the commission

telephoned to tell Dickerson the spacing and contours were correct

and proper and COULD OFFER NO RELIEF. Dickerson suggested WDFL-FM

should be authorized to operate from its present site on channel

295A where such operation would be full spaced with respect to all

other stations and allocations, but the commission would not agree.

Dickerson was an active supporter of the New Jersey Class A FM

Broadcasters Association. Dickerson feels adequate technical

documentation was presented to support a BLANKET POWER INCREASE

FOR ALL CLASS A FM STATIONS. Dickerson wrote letters to the
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commission supporting New Jersey's position. The eventual uneven

power increases as set by the commission caused a very complicated

situation for many stations which could not consummate timely

agreements with the necessary stations due to the fact that many

applicants were involved in lengthy comparative hearings spanning

many years. In the comparative hearing for Ponte Vedra Beach,

Florida, Channel 293A, there were 15 applicants for the channel

in 1987. Hopefully, the commission shall select the successful

applicant prior to years end! Presently, Dickerson has verbal

agreements of understanding with WCJX, channel 293A, Five Points,

Florida; WKBX, channel 292A, Kingsland, Georgia and the two remain

ing applicants for channel 293A, Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida for a

MUTUAL 6 KW ERP UPGRADE FOR ALL 4 STATIONS.

Dickerson is attempting to show that it has been actively

trying since 1985, when we had our first channel study, to upgrade

the station, but to no avail as the commission procrastinated and

stymied Dickerson. The problem is by the time the commission decides

on a proceeding, somebody else comes along and injects something

else that further complicates things. Dickerson is a small Mom

and Pop type radio station and always has been, with both stockholders

working full-time plus many extra hours weekly to provide the

community with the best local public service. Of all the stations

involved in Docket No. 92-195, four stations in total, and along

with WDFL-FM, Cross City, Florida; WEAG IS THE OLDEST OF ALL 5

STATIONS, but as we know from life, old people are treated poorly!
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Dickerson did not know about Docket No. 92-195 until a benevolent

station owner informed Dickerson on Friday afternoon, April 23, 1993.

The commission evidently considers WEAG such a lowly class of station

that it is mentioned in passing, in a footnote in its docket. The

commission has arbitrarily dragged WEAG into a 4.1 kilometer short

spacing with Beverly Hills and is thus changing the conditions of

its licensing by modification without proper consideration of its

licensees views. Dickerson has attempted to show from past ex

perience that it defends its spacings and objects to any interference

to its signal. The interference from WDFL-FM, Cross City still

exists and Dickerson fully expects additional interference from

WXOF, 292C3, Beverly Hills should it be finally authorized by the

commission.

The commission in passing states: "Because the petition

for rule making which resulted in this allotment was filed prior

to October 2, 1989, Heart of Citrus, Inc., may avail itself of the

provisions of Section 73.213(c)(1) of the Rules with respect to

Station WEAG, Channel 292A, Starke, Florida." Dickerson asserts

that this rule should only apply to the 246C2 or 246C3 upgrades

as advanced by Heart of Citrus. The commissions willingness to

to advance 73.213(c)(1) in respect to 292C3 is purely a "PIPE DREAM"

and was not proposed until after the rules change. This is a classic

example of "BAIT AND SWITCH." In the commissions effort to give

everybody in this proceeding a piece of candy, it has to steal from

Dickerson in order to come up with the last piece of candy for

Beverly Hills!!!
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When the commission was counting persons, it fails to

do so relating to Sarasota-FM/Gator's proposal for 292A, 6 KW

upgrade for Beverly Hills at it's present site. The comparisons

it made regarding Beverly Hills were between a 3 KW Class A compared

to a C2 and a C3, but omitted a 6 KW comparison! It is Dickerson's

conclusion, from viewing commission actions relating to Dickerson,

over the last 10 years that WEAG is a nuisance radio station; one

that interferes with actions applicants are advocating and actions

the commission has taken in order to give some other station a

"piece of candy".

The commission started with the allocations of Cross City,

Florida and Kingsland, Georgia; both allocations barely meeting the

commissions minimum distance separation requirements for an A to A

co-channel of 105 kilometers under the old spacings. This caused

Dickerson to incur significant extra expense when it had to con

struct a tower with only 40% guying as it was limited to its exist

ing site. This tower was completed approximately 10 months after

Kingsland went on the air. Dickerson was then experiencing inter

ference from Kingsland during the summer of 1987 only 5 miles from the

station. The commission made further appeasements to stations seeking

higher power by allocating Five Points, Florida to which Dickerson

objected in its letter dated November 22, 1988 and received and

date stamped by the commission on November 28, 1988. Now guess

what? On Monday morning, April 26, 1993 Dickerson was advised

the proposed tower site location named in the application for

modification of construction permit submitted by WCJX, Five Points,

Florida is shortspaced by 6.1 kilometers to first adjacent WEAG
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and 1.5 kilometers shortspaced to WCJX's co-channel allocation in

Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida!!! Then came Ponte Vedra Beach, barely

separated from Dickerson by 64 kilometers for an A to A first ad

jacent under the old spacings. To add a few more nails to Dickerson's

coffin, the commission added to the allocation table Live Oak,

Florida as a first adjacent class A and Dock Junction, Georgia as

a second adjacent class C3 and also Baldwin, Florida as a third

adjacent class A. The two final coffin nails are WDFL-FM, who no

longer desires to serve Cross City and its 2,041 persons, but some

how envisions greener pastures in greater metropolitan Bronson and

its 875 persons. The commission gets to hammer in the final nail

as it allots channel 292C3 at Beverly Hills, Florida, with a short

spacing of 4.1 kilometers with a spacing of 137.9 kilometers when

142.0 kilometers are required between an A and a C3. If Dickerson's

tower were to be swallowed into a sinkhole, there would be no place

to build a new tower. Dickerson is probably the most locked in

station in the commissions, database; -_locked inlpy at least 9 immediate

area stations.

DICKERSON HEREBY SUGGESTS THE FOLLOWING REMEDIES:

1. Simply deny Beverly Hills a C3 upgrade since Beverly Hills

argues the commissions transmitter location is not available

for tower construction. Change Beverly Hills channel from

246A to 292A. Since stations WRRX, Micanopy, Florida, WLVU,

Holiday, Florida and WSRZ, Sarasota, Florida are the bene

ficiaries of their respective changes, they should be required

to reimburse Heart of Citrus for the reasonable expenses of

changing its channel at its present transmitter location. As
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a footnote, Beverly Hills is to protect Dickerson as a 6 KW

Class A under 73.215 of the comissions rules and regulations.

2. Beverly Hills receives a C3 at a site selected by itself and

if Beverly Hills voluntarily elects to change its city of license

to either Inverness or Sugarmill or any other unserved community

and this election is processed in concurrence with MM Docket

No. 92-195 thereby not exposing itself to a comparative hearing

process. At this point, Dickerson believes this is Beverly Hills

best option inasmuch as Beverly Hills argues the channel 292C3

upgrade (proposed by the commission) is "within a platted

residential subdivision and is not available for tower con

struction". As a footnote, Beverly Hills is to protect Dickerson

as a 6 KW Class A under 73.215 of the commissions rules and

regulations.

3. In the event suggestion #2 is flawed in any form, either technical

or legal or in some other way, then Dickerson proposes Beverly

Hills receive a 6 KW Class A upgrade on channel 292A. Since

stations WRRX, Micanopy, Florida, WLVU, Holiday, Florida and

WSRZ, Sarasota, Florida are the beneficiaries of their respective

changes, they should be required to reimburse Heart of Citrus

for the reasonable expense of changing its channel at its present

transmitter location. As a footnote, Beverly Hills is to protect

Dickerson as a 6 KW Class A under 73.215 of the comissions

rules and regulations. This proposal is consistent with the

counter-proposal filed by Sarasota-FM/Gator.



- 8 -

4. If Beverly Hills becomes a C3 on channel 292C3, Dickerson

requests a footnote that they must protect WEAG by contour

protection under 73. 215 as a 6 KW Class A or do not give

Beverly Hills a C3, but instead give Beverly Hills a 6 KW

Class A on Channel 292 that is available at their present

site and tower.

CONCLUSIONS

Dickerson, WKBX, Kingsland, Georgia, WCJX, Five Points,

Florida and the two remaining Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida Construction

Permit applicants have all reached verbal agreements regarding Mutual

6 KW Class A power increases for their respective stations. All have

been waiting for the commission to resolve the Ponte Vedra Beach,

Florida proceeding before written agreements are reached. Dickerson

telephoned all parties and informed them about its short spacing

problem and all agreed to enter into formal agreements, but since

Dickerson only found out about Docket 92-195 on Friday afternoon,

April 23, 1993, it was not possible to include copies with this

filing.

Dickerson has shown that its short spacing with Beverly

Hills creates a daisy chain problem in Arbitron's 50th market ADI

as all the above named stations are in this ADI. The Jacksonville

metro alone has a population of 799,300 which does not include

population in the ADI.
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Considering the Beverly Hills upgrade from a 6 KW Class A

to a Class C3, the increase is an additional 2,315 square kilometers.

This upgrade would block out four 6 KW Class A upgrades. Each

would have 1,810 square kilometers increase in service area or 7,240

square kilometers of additional coverage. The four Class A upgrades

show an increase in total coverage of 4,925 square kilometers over

the Beverly Hills upgrade to C3. Starke, Ponte Vedra Beach and

Kingsland have much more population density than Beverly Hills, and

Five Points has similar population density so the total population

to receive additional service is much more from Dickerson's proposal.

A 3 KW to 6 KW upgrade for Ponte Vedra Beach alone will

add over 200,000 persons. This is more than two times as many persons

as the C3 facility upgrade at Beverly Hills would produce. Dickerson

could not show total persons increased by the four 6 KW upgrades upon

such short notice.

Dickerson was not a party to this proceeding and was not

served or notified or otherwise informed, however Dickerson was named

a party only in the final order. The proposal for moving Beverly

Hills to 292C3 was not proposed until after the rules were changed;

therefore Dickerson does not agree with the commission in its order

that Heart of Citrus, Inc. may avail itself of Section 73.213(c)(1)

of the rules and regulations with respect to WEAG. Dickerson argues

that Section 73.213(c)(1) of the old rules should only apply to any

actions regarding Beverly Hills and Channel 246 and not be used in

an ad hoc method to justify the commissions Channel 292C3 undesirable

allotment for Beverly Hills and Heart of Citrus, Inc.
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Respectfully submit~ed,

~J .'"~
P'~?/47;~~/A'A.-
Benjamin F. Dickerson
President
Dickerson BroCldcasLing, Inc.


